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Publisher’s Note: In the work by Nan et al., 2018, the original texts in the acknowledgment 
published on 14 July 2018 read “We are grateful to Dr. Martin Kearns, Powders Group Director 
of Sandvik Osprey Ltd., for providing a sample of gas-atomised stainless steel particles for 
characterisation of their physical and mechanical properties to be used in the simulations. We are 
also thankful to DEM Solutions, Edinburgh, UK, for providing a special license for the EDEM 
software for use in this work. The support of the EPSRC Programme Grant: Friction: The 
Tribology Enigma (EP/R001766/1) is gratefully acknowledged.” With a request from the 
corresponding author of the article, the acknowledgement was revised on 24 July 2018 to read: 
 
“We are grateful to Dr Martin Kearns, Powders Group Director of Sandvik Osprey Ltd, for 
providing a sample of gas-atomised stainless steel particles for characterisation of their 
physical and mechanical properties to be used in the simulations. We are also thankful to 
DEM Solutions, Edinburgh, UK, for providing a special license for the EDEM software 
for use in this work. The support of the EPSRC Programme Grant: Friction: The Tribology 
Enigma (EP/R001766/1) and the Virtual Formulation Laboratory Grant of the EPSRC 
Future Formulation Programme (EP/N025261/1) is gratefully acknowledged. 
 
The publication of this article coincided with the sad news of the untimely passing away 
of Professor Robert Behringer, Duke University, USA. This article is dedicated to his 
memory. His pioneering work on jamming in granular materials inspired this work.” 
 
 
 
